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A further consequence is that there is no longer need for
walls at ground floor level; if the owner desires, the ground
floor as such need not exist, but can be treated as open
space or else utilised for garage, storage, etc. The house,
carried on its posts, may become a house on stilts.

The structural posts are, of course, frankly accepted, and
pass up through the rooms wherever they naturally occur.
Since there are no heavy and continuous walls, chimney
flues are carried up as independent pipes; for the plan
arrangement may not make it convenient to arrange for
superimposed walls in which the flues may be incorporated.
Chimney and flue are supported on the floor slab, and the
fireplace may occur, like a piece of furniture, at any point of
the floor space desired, and not only against a wall. The
practical advantage here is that there is more room round
the fireplace, that it can be kept well away from doors and
draughts, and that the, chimney acts as an additional heating
surface and does not waste its heat on an adjoining room or
corridor, or, ajortiori^ on an external wall.

Le Corbusier and Jeanneret's house at Garches has its struc-
tural system in reinforced concrete, and its stanchions and floor
slabs are so calculated and spaced that no beams are visible,
which is a great advantage from a decorative point of view.

Reinforced concrete is used on the Continent, in this
country, and in parts of the United States, on much the
same structural lines as the steel frame. But every material
seems to develop sooner or later its own structural layout,
peculiar to its special properties, and we have not in all
probability arrived to-day at the best structural solution for
buildings in this material. It has very special possibilities
in the matter of economy, and also as regards an altogether
new outlook on the formation of structure.